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How Mentorship Can Help Diversify
STEM
Mentorship within STEM fields helps reduce
gender biases
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LEFT PHOTO: RUTH VARNER (RIGHT) WORKS WITH SOME STUDENTS AT
A MONITORING SITE. RIGHT PHOTO: CLARICE PERRYMAN (RIGHT) GETS
SOME HELP FROM DR. VARNER GETTING OUT OF A PEAT BOG.

Clarice Perryman, a Ph.D. candidate in Earth & environmental
science at UNH, describes mentorship as an important
component of her education at the university. Working with faculty
mentors like Ruth Varner, Professor of Bio-geosciences in the
Department of Earth Sciences and Earth Systems Research
Center, has helped her grow as a scientist and navigate
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them to become better citizens of UNH and of the local and
scientific communities they belong to.
“Many of my students serve on committees and boards within and
outside of UNH that allow them to bring forward the issues of
gender equity in our field,” said Varner. “Several of my mentees
are also leaders in racial and environmental justice, and I am
endlessly proud and humbled by their work and continue to learn
from them as I strive to always improve my mentoring.”
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